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Letter from the Editor

This issue of Data Engineering Bulletin is devoted to Statistical and
Scientific Databases. It contains short versions of six papers and two panel
descriptions from the Fifth [International Conference on Statistical and
Scientific Databases, which was held in Charlotte, North Carolina on April 3-5,
1990. For interested readers the full proceedings of the conference is also
available as:

Proceedings of the Fifth International Conference on Statistical and Scientific
Databases, Lecture Notes in Computer Science, Vol. 420, Springer Verlag, 1990.

Also included in this issue is a paper summarizing the Scientific Database
Workshop, May 12-13, 1990, which was supported by the NSF. This paper was
presented in the Statistical and Scientific Databases Conference. The papers
included in this issue arc recommended by the program committee chairman
of the conference Zbigniew Michalewicz, who also contributed a nice
overview of both the current research in Statistical and Scientific Databases,
and the conference.

I hope this special issue of Data Engineering will help broaden and
increase the research interest in Statistical and Scientific Databases. I would
like to thank each of the authors for writing short versions of their papers,
and to Zbigniew Michalewicz for his help in putting this issue together. Since
this is the last Data Engineering issue that I edit, I would also like to thank
the editor in chief, Won Kim for making my term as an editor an enjoyable as
well as a rewarding experience.

Z. Meral Ozsoyoglu
Cleveland, Ohio
August, 1990
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