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Letter from the TC Chair

On behalf of the entire TO on Data Engineering membership, I would like to extend our

warmest thanks and appreciation to Sushi! Jajodia for his leadership during the last two years.

As the new TC Chair I feel very fortunate in that Sushil will be nearby to offer his advice

and counsel. This Fall, Dr. Jajodia will be joining the faculty of George Mason University as

Associate Professor of Information Systems and Systems Engineering. Welcome aboard Sushil!

In the June issue of the Data Engineering Bulletin, Sushil provided a status report of the

major accomplishments of the TO. In brief they are:

• Sponsorship and co-sponsorship of conference, symposia and workshops of interest to our

members,

• The timely and regular publication of the Data Engineering Bulletin, under the stewardship
of Won Kim of MOO, and his Associate Editors, with the generous support of our corporate

sponsor, the Lotus Development Corporation, and

• The active role of our TC in the development of the proposal that helped to establish the

new IEEE Transactions on Knowledge and Data Engineering.

Our TO is best known for the Data Engineering Bulletin and our association with the Interna

tional Conference on Data Engineering. Both provide forums for the publication, presentation,
and discussion of research and development results. It is important for our members to be active

participants in these forums and future ones.

My goals are to continue the good works for which our TO is known, and to explore new

avenues of professional development, cooperation and growth. In organizing the International

Conferences on Expert Database Systems, I have been fortunate in being able to draw upon the

volunteer efforts of dozens of profesionals and several societies in the cooperative effort of forming
the organization and program of a large and successful conference.

In working with the membership of our TO, I hope to be able to count on your volunteer

efforts to help build the TO, and to make it a relevant resource within the IEEE Computer

Society. We are asked to provide consultation and opinions on many topics, and I hope to get the

membership involved in supporting these activities. In addition, if you have specific suggestions,
please feel free to contact me at the address given below.

As Sushil mentioned in the June Issue of the Bulletin, the issue of TO membership dues is

being addressed by the Society. Dr. Mario Barbacci, Vice Ohair of the Technical Activities Board

(TAB), told me that of the 90,000 IEEE Oomputer Society Members only about 3000 are

members of a TO. The TO on Data Engineering has 1295 full members and correspondents.

Olearly, we have a pool of potential members, and Dr. Barbacci is planning a TO membership
drive to be initiated in November with ads and TO descriptions in key IEEE publications.

Membership dues will allow our TO to establish a better financial basis to support our activities,
such as the publication of the Data Engineering Bulletin.

Another method of obtaining funds is through the sponsorship of successful, i.e., money

making conferences. Our TO is currently co- sponsoring the Very Large Database Conference and

will co-sponsor future Expert Database Systems Conferences. We will also try to complement
these funds with contributions from our corporate benefactors.

Lastly. Won Kim and I have been concerned about the timely distribution of the Data

Engineering Bullc tin. In cider to coordinate this process, I have appointed Mr. David Barber as

the liaison for reques~s for back issues, and related matters.

Larry Kerschberg
August 16, 1988

—1—


	40979_DataEngineering_Sept1988_Vol11_No3.pdf

