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Dear TC DE Members and Correspondents:

Since it has been a year when I last wrote you, it is time for me to provide an

update of our activities over the past year.

The Technical Committee on Database Engineering has become the TECHNI

CAL COMMITTEE ON DATA ENGINEERING. The new name accurately
reflects the evolving nature of the database technology. It encompasses not only the

more traditional aspects of databases and knowledge bases but also many topics that

allow a broader scope. It is appropriate that the accompanying editorial is written

by Dick Shuey who has been active in the IEEE Communications Society for many

years and is new to our TC.

As a result of the financial uncertainty, the publication of Data Engineering

fell behind schedule in 1986. Thanks to the editor-in-chief, Won Kim, and the associ

ate editors, it is being published once again in a timely manner. There have been

some problems in putting together the December 1986 issue on the European

ESPIRIT project. Guy Lohrnan has responded to our call and is organizing an alter

native issue on query optimization that should be published in November. I might

also add that we are eliminating the two charges that were initiated last September:

the voluntary page charge for the papers and charge for the conference announce

ments.

Although we have been successful in getting financial support this year from the

IEEE Computer Society for publishing DE, we still need a long term solution to our

financial problem. Several alternatives were proposed and considered. The only

satisfactory alternative appears to be establishing a subscription fee for DE. This

will provide us with a continuing source of income and eliminate financial uncer

tainty.

I urge you to express your opinion on this issue. If you support this alternative,

it is important that you write and tell me. Your past support has been greatly

appreciated, but an overwhelming positive response from the membership is needed

in order to influence the officers of the IEEE Computer Society.

Finally I would like to remind you that the Fourth Data Engineering Confer

ence will be held February 2-1, 1088 in Los Angeles, California. John Carlis, the

Program Chair, tells me that lie has received over 210 submissions. It appears that

we will have once again an excellent conference. I encourage all of you to attend and

participate in this major conference.

SushI Jajodia

August 14, 1987
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