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Dear TC DBE Members and Correspondents:

It is a great honor and a challenge for me to serve as the chairperson of the Technical

Committee on Database Engineering. It is a great honor to follow Professor Gio Wiederhold

who contributed significantly towards the growth and prestige of our TC during the past few

years. On behalf of our TC, I wish to express our sincere appreciation for his valuable services.

The chairmanship of the TC is a challenge since we must take rapid action if we are to keep the

Bulletin going in the presence of a severe financial crisis facing the IEEE Computer Society.

Since these problems require our immediate attention, I have taken several steps on which

I need to report to you. Following Gio’s advice, I have appointed Professor Arthur M. Keller

vice chairperson, Professor Leszek Lilien treasurer, and Dr. Richard L. Shuey secretary to help
me tackle these problems. I am also pleased to announce the appointment of Dr. Won Kim as

the new editor-in-chief of the Bulletin. We are grateful to the outgoing editor, Dr. David

Reiner, who has served in this position for several years and wished to step down.

Because of the recent cuts in the Computer Society contribution to the Technical Commit

tees. it has become necessary for us to find new ways to generate funds to meet the publication
cost of the Bt’!!etin. As Gio pointed out in his letter in the last issue of the BuIl~tht, it costs

the Computer Society about $18,000 to publish the Bulletin, requiring close to 40% of Computer

Society Technical Activities Board’s reduced budget, whereas a fair and balanced formula based

on a fixed amount per TC plus a fixed amount per TC member who is also a Computer Society
member would net us about $1,900. In light of this imbalance, we are considering several

different options to set up a viable funding mechanism, but we have agreed to take only two

immediate actions.

Beginning with this issue, we are instituting a voluntary page charge for the manuscripts

accepted for publication in the Bulletin. The author’s company or institution will be requested
to pay a page charge of $50 per printed page, which it may pay in full or in part. I wish to

reemphasize that payment of these charges will be strictly voluntary and will not in any way be

a prerequisite for publication. On the other hand, if there are funds in an author’s grant or

organization that have been set aside for this purpose, their use for this is one concrete way to

show support for the Bulletin.

Moreover, we shall starting with the next issue charge $100 per page for any conference

announcements that are included in the Bulletin. In the past, several conference organizers
have volunteered to pay, but there was no mechanism in place to receive the money.

We are considering other options too, including a subscription fee for the recipients of the

Bulletin. Please feel free to write to me (arpanet: jajodia@?nrl-css uucp: decvax!nrl-css!jajodia)
about how you feel about our efforts to deal with the issues facing us.

In addition to all the individuals mentioned above, I want to acknowledge the invaluable

help of Professor C. V. Ramamoorthy and Professor Ben Wah in working out the ideas

expressed in this letter. Also, we are fortuiiate to have Mr. John Musa as the Vice President

for Technical Activities. I appreciate very much his support of our efforts.

There have been many complaints in the past about the need to update the TC member

ship list. I am pleased to tell you that the Computer Society has recently hired someone for this

purpose and new updates are proceeding rapidly. If you wish to have your name added to the

list, you can do so by filling out a TC Application Form. You can obtain this form by writing

to either me or the Computer Society.

Finally, I would like to mention the Third Data Engineering Conference, which will be held

February 2-6, 1986 in Los Angeles. I along with several other Program Committee members

attended the August Program Committee meeting in Chicago. There were over 200 submissions,

too many of high quality, forcing the Program Committee to make tough decisions. The end

result, I think, will be an excellent conference, and I do hope that all of you will attend.

Sushil Jajodia

September 15, 1986
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