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Dear TC DBE Member or Correspondent:

I attended the meeting of the Technical Activities Board of the IEEE Computer Society
at COMPCON on March 5th, 1986. Important changes announced in regard to our Tech

nical Committee are a significant (30%) reduction in Computer Society contribution to the

Technical Committees. Our Database Engineering Bulletin is a costly item (estimate $18,000

per year), whereas a fair and balanced support formula would only net us about $1,200~ The

formula proposed is based on a fixed amount per TC pius a fixed amount per TC member

who is also a Computer Society member. It appears we have about 500 Computer Society
members and another 1000 correspondents who receive the bulletin. The numbers are not

up-to-date because no new members have been added to the files for about 3 months due to

a staff shortage at the IEEE Washington office.

There are other sources of income if we want to continue this bulletin and its quality.
1. Charge recipients of the DBE Bulletin.

a. Charge all recipients, but provide an additional free newsletter to IEEE CS

members.

b. Charge a differential amount to members.

c. Charge non-members only. This latter would require some success with points
2 and 3.

2. Operate conferences, tutorials, and workshops to yield a surplus. The prime candi

date is the Data Engineering Conference. It is currently not budgeted to yield the

required surplus.
3. Negotiate with a commercial publisher distribution of the DBE Bulletin in a way

so that we reduce the publishing and distribution cost.

Charging must recover most production costs and the costs of billing (about $5). A possible
amount would be equivalent to typical ACM SIGMOD membership fees, i.e., about $15—$20.

We realize that this would be a heavy burden, especially on our foreign correspondents. Note

that the ACM SIGMOD membership fee was only $3, but is now increasing to $15, and that

the ACM SIGMOD Record just started publishing again.
The new environment requires additional effort to run the TC. My own term is past, but

we are happy that Sushil Jajodia has agreed to accept the chairmanship. I will, of course,

remain available to help in the transition. I expect he will look for help and appoint a vice

chairman and perhaps a treasurer and secretary.
A plan to share both a joint TC and ACM SIGMOD board member are still in abeyance,

although a number of you volunteered. The ACM and IEEE have decided to initially only
have one group interact strongly, not our group.

Please feel free to correspond with Sushil Jajodia (Computer Science and Systems

Branch, Code 7590, Naval Research Laboratory, Washington, DC 20375-5000) or with John

Musa, Vice President for Technical Activities of the IEEE CS (Bell Laboratories — 3A332,

Whippany Road, Whippany, NJ 07981) about the issues facing the TC, and feel especially
free to volunteer your services to help the TC on Database Engineering maintain its stature.

We have, I think, the best bulletin, we are the major sponsor for what is becoming an

excellent conference, and are co-sponsoring many exciting activities.

Gio Wiederhold
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