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Letter from the Editor

The proliferation of Relational Database Management
Systems offerings in the marketplace in the past few years
has forced users of such systems to seek for means to

evaluate their performance. For obvious reasons, and

despite its many shortcomings, the technique of benchmark—

ing has become the basis for all such evaluations. A

number of such benchmarks have been developed and others

are most likely under development (for examples see refer

ences in the papers).

For this issue of DBE we asked several of the “known”

researchers in the area of performance evaluation of DBMS5

to submit papers that summarize their present work in the

area. The result is a collection of six papers. Roughly
speaking, three general themes are addressed in the

papers: a reflection on past work leading to a list of

“lessons learned” (the papers by Dewitt and Stonebraker),
further use of the existing benchmarks to examine the per
formance of systems (papers by Hawthorn and Demurjian &

Hsiao) and, discussions of new metrics and techniques for

evaluating the performance of DBMSs (papers by DeWitt,
Chou & Gray, and Eich).

Several other papers were submitted to this issue but

were not included because they dealt with the evaluation

of the performance of some specific component of a DBMS

(such as scheduler in a distributed system or the con

currency control mechanism). I was hoping that we’d be

able to have a paper detailing the results of the “Great

French Database Machine Competition” (which pits five or

six database machines against one another using the

Wisconsin benchmark (see Dewitt’s paper in this issue)),
but unfortunately the results are still not available due

to the rescheduling of the “contest” date.

I wish to thank the contributors to this issue for

their excellent papers and for keeping to themselves any

gripes about the unrealistic deadlines I set.

Haran Boral

February 1985

Upcoming Issues

6/85 Concurrency Control and Recovery in DBMS’s (Mohan)
9/85 Natural Languages and Databases (Vassiliou)

12/85 Object Oriented Systems and DBMS’s (Lochovsky)

—1—


	40979_DataEngineering_Mar1985_Vol 8_No1.pdf

