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Changes to the Editorial Staff

Since its revival in 1981, Dt~g ~n~jneerin~ has

gained a reputation as a timely and carefully written pub—
lication, covering current research and development work

in the database area. Won Kim has been an effective,
hard—working, and knowledgable editor, deserving much of

the credit for the success of DBE. As the new Editor—in—

Chief of DBE, I hope to continue these traditions.

One of the major strengths of DBE is its staff of

Associate Editors, active researchers all, who are respon
sible for editing individual issues. Don Batory, Randy
Katz, and Dan Ries, having made substantial contributions

as members of this staff, are now moving on. As a fellow

editor, I have appreciated their enthusiasm and breadth of

expertise.

Fred Lochovsky, who has already edited one issue on

office systems, will remain as an Associate Editor, and

will be joined by three newcomers: Haran Boral, C. Mohan,
and Yannis Vassiliou. I am looking forward to working
with all of them.

Gio Wiederhold will be the new Chairperson of the

Technical Committee on Database Engineering, replacing
Bruce Berra as coordinator of TC activities. One of Gio’s

first projects is to increase the circulation of DBE.

Our tentative schedule of upcoming issues is:

12/84 (Reiner) Database Design Aids, Methods, Environments

3/85 (Boral) DBMS Performance

6/85 (Mohan) Concurrency Control and Recovery in DBMS’S

9/85 (Vassiliou) Natural Languages and Databases

12/85 (Lochovsky) Object Oriented Systems and DBMS’s

Our orientation will continue to be towards engineer
ing aspects of databases, rather than abstract theory.
Although submissions to DBE are not subject to a formal

review process, the editors generally read articles very

carefully, and work with the authors to achieve both clar

ity and brevity.
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Multimedia Data Management

Multimedia Data Management has the potential of providing
office workers with integrated access to text, voice, graph
ics, picture and conventional data processing data. The

realization of this potential requires the integration of

multimedia technologies from the data storage levels such as

optical disks, through the indexing and accessing of that

stored data through convential database access methods, and

to the presentation of the multiple types of data through
advanced user interfaces. This issue presents five papers

which describe the integration and use of the various multi

media technologies.

The first three papers describe the use of optical disks in

support of multimedia systems. The paper by Koji Izawa of

Toshiba in Japan presents an overview and some of the tech

nical parameters of a commercially available document image

filing system that uses an optical disk. Izawa points out

that the extensive use of hand—written documents in Japan
motivated the early development of image systems. The next

paper by David Kramlich of CCA describes a spatial data man

agement system that is being used on—board an aircraft

carrier. The system integrates positional database data

with various resolution map images stored on optical disks.

The third paper by Malcom Easton of IBM then describes some

of the research and implementation issues that must be

addressed in using optical disks for archival storage of

conventional text and database records. Specifically,
Easton discusses the problems of write error space manage

ment.

The last two papers describe more general multimedia sys

tems. Forsdick, Thomas, Robertson and Travers of BBN pres

ent experiences with the design and implementation of

multimedia document model. They comment extensively on some

of the user interface issues. The fifth paper by Stavros

Christodoulakis describes a multimedia system being imple
mented at the University of Toronto. Christodoulakis

provides some insights on querying and content addressabil—

ity of a multimedia storage and presentation system.

Daniel R. Ries

Associat Editor
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