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Letter from the Editor

This issue is devoted mainly to reporting the current status of commercial data
base and database application systems developed in Japan or developed elsewhere
but enhanced in Japan to meet the special requirements imposed by the Japanese
market. Since database journals and conferences in the United States and Europe
are not exactly inundated with papers from Japan, we felt that the topic may be of
substantial interest to the database community outside of Japan. Prof. Yahiko

Kambayashi of the Kyoto University, Kyoto, Japan, and I have jointly put this
issue together. In view of the communication and language difficulties that the
Pacific Ocean presented, I was very fortunate that Prof. Kambayashi served as

Guest Editor to edit this issue with me. It was he who drew up the list of corpo
rations from whom to solicit papers. Although for a number of reasons some of them

were initially reluctant, he prevailed upon all of them to submit papers. He had
to also perform the unpleasant task of dunning the authors (in a society where

dunning is particularly unpleasant) to meet the submission deadlines for the in!

tial, revised, and final versions of their papers.

I would like also to extend my special thanks to Dr. Yoshifumi Masunaga, who is

visiting IBM Research, San Jose, from Tohoku University, Seridai, Japan. He played
an important role in shaping the editorial direction of this issue by providing me

with helpful comments on several of the submitted papers and educating me on the
database activities in Japan.

As in the past, we will continue to devote each issue to one area of research rele
vant to engineering aspects of database architecture. We have chosen the follow

ing topics for the next four issues.

1. Highly Available DBMS: Dr. Dan Ries is putting together the June issue on this

topic.

2. Expert Systems. Dr. Adrian Walker (IBM Research, San Jose) has agreed to serve

as Guest Editor for the September issue on this topic. Submission deadline is May
1.

3. Automated Office Systems. Prof. Fred Lochovsky, who is visiting IBM Research,
San Jose, from the University of Toronto, will serve as Guest Editor on this topic
for the December issue. Submission deadline is August 1.

4. Statistical Database Management. Prof. Don Batory will be in charge of the
March 84 issue on this topic. Submission deadline is November 1.

Although we expect that each issue will consist mainly of papers that we will
invite from leading research/development groups in the particular topic chosen, we

will accept up to a few papers that are not related to the special topic and
include them in a separate section in any issue. Papers that are relevant to the

special topics should be submitted to the editor in charge of the issue and to me

(one copy to each). All other papers should be submitted to me.
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