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Letter from the Editor

This issue of Database Engineering is entitled "Directions in Physical
Database Research'". For the first time, status reports of significant re-
search activities in files and physical databases have been assembled. The
universities and research labs that are represented in this newsletter were
invited to participate because of their long standing or recent contributiomns
in this field. Owing to time and publication limitatioms, not all institu-
tions and major research projects on physical databases could be represented.
However, some of the most visible and significant projects, I feel, are
described herein.

Research in files and physical databases is highly diversified. Topics
range from theoretical to empirical studies of database performance; devel-
opment of new file structures and database software to the development of
models that relate and simplify recognized database structures, algorithms,
and theories. Research on query processing and distributed databases, while
closely related to physical database research, is given only cursory emphasis
in this newsletter since they are the subjects of the September and December
issues of Database Engineering.

There are ten different status reports covered in fifty pages, each
report briefly describes several different projects. To maximize the utility
of this publication, an index to key terms has been provided at the end of
this newsletter. This index should facilitate the random accessing of
discussions on selected topics and should provide a useful cross-reference
of research interests.

I want to take this opportunity to thank again the contributors to this
issue. Without their enthusiasm, dedication, support, and very hard work,
this newsletter would not have been possible. '

For those readers who care to comment on this issue, selected comments
will appear in the September issue of Database Engineering. Please direct

all letters to me.

It is my hope that the readers of this issue will find it as informa-
tive as I have discovered it to be.

. B,
7

D. S. Batory
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